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Introduction:   

We are devoted to developing, Passionate, Personally Committed Christ Followers. We see a community filled 

with the Spirit of God 

Ramblings- 

Every Child Born is a Grave Opened. This is a raw, but honest statement that considers the brevity of Life. 

We came from dust, we are, and we will return to the same dust. This Story begins with order coming over chaos, 

with Life breathed into dust, and our Story continues as we seek to return that Life to the Life Breather.  In the 

Beginning, God worked the soil to form a people, He Breathed His Life into them, and invited them into Fruitful, 

Faithful Life.  

This document is an attempt at doing the job of spiritual formation well. But, as Paul says, it is God who 

makes the seeds grow. We are His field, and His home.  

A prayer_ Holy Spirit, it is so easy to produce a tangible document that outlines our vision mission and 

strategies. I confess that much of this may be coming out a longing to be effectivein the Human perspective. I know, 

however, that the real way to be effective in Your kingdom is a constant surrendering to Your leading. Take the lead, 

and we will follow! 

In God’s Image we are formed from dust, and through Jesus Christ, we are invited to be Children of God. 

Each person is valuable because of this truth. As a church we are called to cultivate the people entrusted to our care 

to seek the One who forms this image in us and invites us to be His Children. We exist to make the kingdom of God 

manifest in our relationships and the continuation of the faith. Jesus’ stories often centered on the working of the 

soil to bring about a harvest. In Mark 4:26-28, Jesus shares a Kingdom Story. 

“This is what the kingdom of God is like. A human beings scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 

produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 

the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

Notice the progression of growth  

1. Seed in Ground  

2. Sprouting and Growth  

3. Stalk, head, Full Kernel.  

Also notice the role of the farmer (this can represent any of us), there role is to scatter, to cultivate, and to 

trust. God causes the growth, not our programs and plans. 



This parable is sandwiched between the more well-known parable of the sower and the soils, and the 

comparison of the Kingdom of God to the wild and seeming insignificantly mustard seed. All these stories represent 

the biblical motif that small things make large differences. The insignificant is most significant. 

To put it simply, as disciples (learners) we are called to Know Christ, Be Like Christ, To Make Him Known 

(Colossians 2:6-7). God Sows us into the life of Christ, He Grows us By the nourishing of our faith in Community, He 

Enables us to Go with His Spirit to spread His Kingdom.  

Purpose- 

The purpose of this document is to outline, inform, inspire and equip kingdom workers (parents, pastors, volunteers, 

anyone) to join in the work of disciplining authentic, spirit filled, followers of Jesus Christ. It is an honest attempt to 

join the influence of this local expression of God’s Kingdom with families to see the development of Personally 

committed, passionate Christ Followers 

 

2. Theological Roots  

This section is a canvas on which the SOW GROW GO will be painted. In fact this is a short, simple summary of a 

Christian worldview 

              God 

  I 

    Self – Self – Others 

   I 

            Creation 

 

Original Design – “In the beginning GOD…” The Genesis account uncovers some of the what and why behind the 

meaning of existence. It tells that God created order from the desert, chaos, darkness, and turbulence as His Spirit 

hovered over the waters. He SPOKE LIGHT. A penetrating word, one that pierces darkness. He formed the Light, 

Waters above and below, and the Ground, and then filled each respectively.  

And God saw that it was Good (in the widest sense, beyond morality). 

And then God Created human beings in His Image, both male and female. He Blessed them, and gave them 

commission, making them co-workers, co-creators, co-sustainers. 

The creation, now completed and crowned was seen by God. He said that it was VERY GOOD (resplendent, deeper 

wider, whole, complete!) 

Failure/Fall - Adam and Eve, walking in perfect communion with God were entrusted with the care and sustenance 

of the Garden, and were free to eat from any tree except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When they 

chose to eat of this fruit, they were attempting to seize God-like control over their own souls and destiny. Death 

followed, just as a holistic life was found in relationship with God, a holistic death followed this separation.  

Maybe the deception was that God was not trustworthy and near… Maybe the lie was that God is withholding and 

distant. 



Garden, Cain and Abel, the Flood, and the Tower of Babel are all stories that show the distance that people created 

after the fall.  

Old Solution – God, seeking to restore the Eden relationship with the banished peoples, extended His graciousness 

towards individuals. The old lies and deception continued to alienate creation from creator.  

Attempts: Cain, Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc. 

God’s Longing was to form His People into a Chosen Covenant Shalom Community  

Mercy (Hesed) Triumphs over Sacrifice 

New Solution – Jesus Christ was the new adam, one who was God and lived in right relationship with God, self, 

neighbor and creation. He came to restore Creation to Creator, to tear down the divisive walls and lies that had 

grown through History.  Instead of our religious reach to restore that which has been broken, Jesus himself came 

and lived among us. His dwelling among us brought restoration.  

His work is powerful, and conquering in the past, present, and future. He Brings full RECONCILIATION. 

 
https://shinecurriculum.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Peace-notes-diagram.pdf\ 

 

 

3. Biblical Roots 

The Bible can seem intimidating and confusing, contradictory, etc. These are some broad pictures of how to 

approach  

Big Story – We are separated from God and the original right relationship that we were designed for, God is near 

and reaching for us to return, we are invited to be faithful, trusting and obedient.  

Seed Stories- Stories in which the redemption story is contained. We see elements of brokenness, attempts at 

restoration and the faithfulness of people. As we read each of the Seed Stories, we ought to be asking What is the 

Sin Problem, What is God doing, and how faithful is the response of His people? 

Jesus most fully embodies Right, abundant living, and is the bridge in all the stories. 

Our Stories are echoes of history and play a part in the unfolding of reality.  

The Biblical mandate for caring for the lives and upbringing of faithful followers is strong in the old and new 

Testaments 

Genesis 

Exodus 19: 5-6 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

https://shinecurriculum.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Peace-notes-diagram.pdf/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2019#fen-NIV-2033a


Deuteronomy 6:4-8 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, The LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your 

HEART and with all your SOUL and with all your STRENGTH. These commandments that I give you today are to be 

upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 

Joshua 4:6 “These twelve stones will serve as a sign among you. In the future when your children ask you, “What do 

these stones mean?”, tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 

When the ark crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the 

people of Israel forever.” 

Matthew 7:24 “anyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise human beings who 

built his house on the rock.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 “ All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”  

Heilsgeschithie 

  

Storyline- 

All good stories follow a similar structure. Stories help us to deal with the intensity and chaos of life and to reflect 

on meaning.  

Story structure 

A Character Has A Problem Meets a Guide Who offers guidance and 

calls character to action Which results in a Tragedy or a Comedy 

We can use this structure to remember stories of the Bibles, and stories of us. 

4. Pedagogical Roots 

In order to develop a meaningful invitation into a vibrant Christian walk, we must take the time to consider the way 

in which we learn and grow. Much can be borrowed from the educational world in the way of preparing and 

presenting the information and principles. Jesus taught in parables, an engaging method for those who really 

wanted to learn and know.  

a. Where we can borrow. 

We are able to borrow from many pedagogical streams, and this is a fluid work as others look at and engage with 

this document and plan. The majority of this section borrows from my (Nolan) own educational background, 

specifically the Understanding by Design (UBD) model. Developed by Jay McTighe, the UBD model incorporates a 

‘backwards design’ approach. We begin our planning process by deciding on the end goals and purposes of our work. 

At Mellinger church, our end goal is to be a people full of God, living a passionate Christian life.  

McTighe cites 6 facets of understanding. When someone truly understands, they: 



- Can explain concepts, principles, and processes 

- Can interpret 

- Can apply 

- Can demonstrate perspective 

- Can display empathy  

- Have self-knowledge 

These abilities and skills are what we long for as we seek with God to preach and teach.  

McTighe incorporates performance tasks to assess if an experience has created learning. The performance tasks ask 

students to apply their learning to a new and authentic situation as means of assessing their understanding. Put into 

our context, we can ask this type of question: 

How is what we teach on Sunday morning, evening, etc. able to be applied to the Monday – Saturday life of our 

congregants? 

These questions and insights enable us to begin to shape what we long to teach from the pulpit, in the Sunday school, 

on the mission field, in our community, etc.  

A guide to Backward Design: Note the three distinct steps to developing and choosing content. It is important to 

keep this order.  

 

 

We should also consider the levels to which our children and youth will retain what we are presenting: As we ask 

these questions, we will be able to level our teaching and preaching accordingly.  

1. Identify desired 
results.

2. Determine 
acceptable 
evidence.

3. Plan learning 
experiences and 

instruction.



 

 

 

b. Why Three? 

When we consider the way in which we as humans learn and grow, we notice a threefold process. To enable 

vibrant learning, we must engage all three elements of the learning process. This section will outline and deepen 

each of the elements, their names, and importance. 

i. Heart Soul Strength 

To begin, the Shema: Deuteronomy 6:4-8 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, The LORD is one. Love the LORD your 

God with all your HEART and with all your SOUL and with all your STRENGTH… 

Heart- Lebab. We get imagination, courage and thinking out of our hearts.  

Soul-nephesh, meaning vitality. If the heart is the building blocks of imagination, courage and thinking, then the soul 

gives breath to each of these.  

Strength- mod- vehemence or force, the degree to which the heart is revitalized with the soul, and pours out into 

daily living. 

This is the grounding in our planning and preparation. Is our congregation committed to enabling others to Love the 

LORD and their neighbor with all that they are? 

ii. Wonder Discovery Passion 

Orange, part of a reThink group, has produced The Phase Project.  They took the above passage and concepts of 

Heart Soul Strength and translated it into Church strategy context.  

Enduring 
Understanding

Important to know 
and do

Worth being familiar with



Don’t miss the distinct opportunities you have to influence every kid’s ‘heart, soul and strength’ so 

they can relate to God. Think about it this way. Imagine you have three dials you can turn to help 

kids connect to God.  

Dial #1 is WONDER. It affects a kid’s thinking and imagination 

Dial #2 is DISCOVERY. It affects a kid’s emotional and moral development 

Dial #3 is PASSION. It affects a kid’s skills and relationships.   

 

Orange goes on to suggest that each dial needs to be adjusted to a kid’s phase of life. More on this later. 

 

iii. Know Understand Do 

McTighe, mentioned earlier, developed this following model. It is a completely secular model, but follows perfectly 

the threefold human learning functions.  

KUDs are the learning goals that guide curriculum development, frame lessons or units, and anchor the assessments 

and learning activities. > http://www.diffcentral.com/examples/SampleKUDs.pdf 

This model is used by schools and teachers to develop lesson plans in line with Big Ideas (often influenced or dictated 

by state and national standards) 

This is a powerful tool that is sometimes hard to explain. We will use a simple metaphor to explore each element.  

Knowledge – Has to do with the building blocks of a particular unit of study. Ie, vocabulary, formulas. This is the 

ingredient list of a recipe.  

Understanding – Has to do with the connections and relationships of the parts with the whole. It deals with answers 

to big questions. This is the following of instructions in the recipe. Making sure that the correct measurements are 

used at the proper time 

Do – This is the application step of the process, the synthetization of the building blocks and understandings towards 

application. This is the baking and consumption of the food made with the recipe 

iv. Know, be like, Make known 

This is the mission statement at Mellinger Mennonite Church. To know Jesus, to be like Jesus, to make Jesus known. 

Know- This is the basic understandings of who God is and who we are in this world. That we are made in the image 

of God and can only return to the restored creation through Jesus is the beginning of our faith walk 

Be Like – the logical step from knowing that we are made in the Image of God is that we are to be like Him. Jesus 

most clearly displays God, therefore, we need to continue to Grow to be Like Jesus 

Make Known- This is the result of knowing and being like Jesus…He is made known to ourselves, others and creation 

v. Fascination Captivation Excellence 

This follows the same threefold model of learning. A person is fascinated by a subject or topic, they are captivated 

in the pursuit of the same, and the result is an excellence in that area.  

We are fascinated by God, captivated by His Call, and made excellent in Him as we trust Him with our lives.  

http://www.diffcentral.com/examples/SampleKUDs.pdf


vi. Up In Out 

When our focus first goes up towards God, we find that we are inwardly transformed, and we outwardly express 

this inward change. 

vii. Information Inspiration Transformation 

We receive information, are inspired by its collective importance, and then are transformed and enter into the 

transformational process 

viii. Stimulus, Meaning, Strategy. 

This is simply cognitive. Our minds receive stimulus, seek to make meaning, and develop a strategy to respond. 

ix. Be Do Teach 

 

We could continue with these examples of the threefold learning process, but will simplify that which has already 

been covered.  

 

 

Heart 

 

 

Soul 
 

Strength 

Wonder Discovery Passion 

Know Understand Do 

Know Jesus Be Like Jesus Make Jesus Known 

Fascination Captivation Excellence 

Up In Out 

Stimulus Meaning Strategy 

Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric 

 
SOW 

 

 
GROW 

 
OVERFLOW 

 

As you can see in the last row, the threefold learning process has been renamed SOW GROW GO. None of the depth 

is lost in this renaming, it only makes it memorable. The colors are important as well 

 

 

 

 

 

Threefold Learning Process 



 

SOW. GROW. GO. Biblically and Pedagogically. 

The following verses are colored to show the relation to the above outlined process. 

This is what the kingdom of God is like. A 

man who scatters seed on the 

ground. Night and day, whether he 

sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 

grows, though he does not know 

how. All by itself the soil produces 

grain—first the stalk, then the head, then 

the full kernel in the head.

  

So then, just as you received Christ 

Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him,  



rooted and built up in him, strengthened 

in the faith as you were taught, and 

overflowing with thankfulness. 

 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, The 

LORD is one. Love the LORD your God 

with all your HEART and with all your 

SOUL and with all your STRENGTH. 

These commandments that I give you 

today are to be upon your hearts. 

Impress them on your children. Talk 

about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when 

you lie down and when you get up. Tie 

them as symbols on your hands and 

bind them on your foreheads. Write 

them on the doorframes of your houses 

and on your gates 
c. Our Purpose - Invite, Model, Enable 



As Parents, mentors, teachers, pastors, counselors, etc. our purpose as Disciple makers, Children of God, is to 

INVITE our young people to participate in the kingdom of God, to MODEL what the kingdom looks like as a 

community, and to ENABLE them to do the same in their spheres of influence.  

Notice the connection? 

When we invite, we are SOWING. When we are modeling, we are GROWING. When we are enabling, we are 

GOING 

As a Church our vision is to be an authentic community of Disciples. 

Our mission is to sow, grow and go with Jesus. 

A disciple with authentic faith (which is genuinely surrendered to God in all facets of life) will know 

Christ, Be like Christ, and make Christ known. The disciple is always in the process of sowing, growing 

and going with the Spirit of God.  

5. So. Grow. OVERFLOW. –LAYERS- 

This approach is both simple and complex, and layered. With the right perspective we are able to see how this 

could play out in corporate and personal life. The following is a brief outline of the potential layers.  

a. God and Human beings 

In the Beginning, God sowed creation, and caused it to grow, and destined it to go and display His goodness, glory, 

and creativity. 

Within and crowning this creation, humans were created to fulfill the same purposes. In addition, we were sown to 

grow in God’s image, and to go and do as God does. God created us to work collaboratively with Him to allow this 

creation to flourish. 

Isaiah 55:10-12 

b. Human beings to Creation 

In the role as co-creator and co-sustainer, humans are the ‘keepers of the earth’. With the help of God, humans are 

able to work the ground, sow the seed, grow the crop, etc, and allow it to go in ever increasing goodness. A Jesus 

centered understanding of the Bible and the purposes God has for human beings ought to change the approach 

taken to our attitude towards the earth.  

Quotes from Creation Care….. 

c. Human beings to Self 

This has been outlined above in the threefold learning process. The way that Humans take in, process, and respond 

to stimuli is the same at every stage of life, just in increasing complexity.   

d. Human beings to Others 



Similar to human beings to self, this is dependent on the learning process. As teachers or parents, seeds of ideas, 

concepts, practices, etc. are sowed with the intention of growth and eventual going on towards the next 

developmental stage.  

In sharing the gospel, the term sowing seeds has become somewhat cliché. But it is ancient.  

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the 

one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters 

have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s 

service; you are God’s field, God’s building.  1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

e. Lifetime  

As the flowers in the field grow and wither, so are we. Sown in smallness, grown in our childhood, going in our 

maturity.  

Every stage of life, from conception to death, offers the opportunity to learn. To be sown into, to grow, and to go in 

God’s purpose is our purpose. 

As written elsewhere, we are to enter as children. No matter the age, we are faced with a choice. The choice is 

between a small visioned, tight-fisted child-ish-ness OR a clear eyed, open handed childlikeness.  

f. Eternity 

We have some hints that our growth and expansion will not stop at death. For the greatness of it’s mystery we can 

see into this through Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians 15. 

6. So. Grow. OVERFLOW–STRATEGIES- 
a. Intro 

This vision and mission also functions as a strategic framework for the way in which we long to shape faith formation 

in our setting. SGG allows us to distill many powerful biblical concepts and truths to tangible steps in our daily lives. 

The following is the way that this extends into our planning and preparation. 

b. Biblical Understanding 

Our Biblical understanding is shaped by our understanding of Jesus Christ. We believe that God revealed 

Himself to us most fully in Jesus, the Word made flesh. The Word made text is able to be seen more clearly the closer 

we as a community are to Jesus. In Jesus, we are able to see several facets of God’s character. An oversimplified 

version of this is that God is NEAR – HOLY – WORTHY – VITAL – ETERNAL. With this framework in place, we are able 

to decide on the biblical content to preach and teach.  

The Hielsgeschitie timeline will also be invaluable for us to have an organizational framework for the way 

we will understand how different Biblical stories fit into the larger picture.  

c. Missional Life, Worldview, Communal Inclusion 

Larger than SGG strategy, it is our desire that our people would be motivated by the reconciling work of Jesus Christ 

in their own lives, the lives of their neighbors, and all of creation. 



Faith will not be a Sunday only occurrence, but what happens in everyday life.  

This will be the life and work of all people within the believing church body.  

Jesus is the center of our faith, Church is the center of our community, and reconciliation is the center of our work. 

Phases  

7. Over Time 

a. Little things matter 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than human strength. 

We as humans tend to major on the minor things and minor on the major 

things.  

God is in the business of showing us the try way to live. Fix our eyes on the unseen small things, and off of the large 

tangibles.  

Our lives here on this earth are incredibly short in light of existence. Our days are utterly short, and for those 

privileged enough to reflect on this, there is opportunity to leverage our time well.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y97rBdSYbkg 

Doing the important things consistently will lead to vibrant life in Christ together 

 

b. Circles of Influence 

Each of us live within layers of influence and influence the layers of others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y97rBdSYbkg


This is an overgeneralized graphic that seeks to show the interconnectedness of all things. 

 

 

c. Family 

Closest to each of us is our family or immediate groups of individuals that relate to us regularly. This is what 

influences individuals the most, and conversely, what individuals can influence the most. 

d. Church 

Church, the extension of Jesus in the world, with the expressed purpose of “bringing the kingdom to earth as it is in 

Heaven”. 

 

The collusive efforts of the church and Family can bring about dynamic and powerful opportunities for Kingdom 

life to sow, grow and go in our young people. 

8. Phases 

This is information comes directly from the work of ReThink group’s ORANGE “It’s just a Phase: So Don’t Miss It” 

project Page citations refer to the book of the same name written by Reggie Joiner and Kristen Ivy. This is a very brief 

overview, meant as a generalist approach. Orange emphasizes the importance of generalists and specialists. 

This project incorporated the work of many hours of research from psychologists, pastors, teachers, educators, etc.  

The thesis of the book is that “Every phase is crucial. Every phase has it’s own Significant relationships, present 

realities, and distinctive opportunities. We have to pay attention” 

A few more quotes for orientation to “Just a Phase” 

Earth and its 
Ecosystems

Human Race, 
history and future

Country/Nation

Industry

/Econon
omy

Local

Churc
h/

peer

self



- When Kids grow up believing they are made by God, they will grow up wanting to know the God who 

made them. 144 

- The better we understand kids at every phase, the more skilled you can become at knowing how to 

incite wonder, provoke discovery, fuel passion.  

- Our job is not to redefine God at every phase, but to help kids rediscover God in a new way at each 

phase 

- God embraces us as Creator and Loving Father. God engages us as an incarnate Teacher, Leader, Friend. 

God Affirmed us as redeemer and savior. God mobilized us as a resurrected Christ who gave us His 

Spirit.  

- The best way to help a kid mature in their relationship with God at eveyr phase is to help them relate 

to God in their present phase.  

- A Parent starts out with strong positional influence and moves to a strong relational influence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drive behind their methods and programs is that we are all made in the image of God! 

a. Infancy and Childhood - EMBRACE- 

They think like an artist! 

i. Power of Three 

Sow- Ignite their imagination 

Grow- activate their senses 

Go- Structure their experience 

ii. Story Line  

God’s Story is my Story- Preschoolers who think like artists blend the stories the y hear with the stories they live in 

a way that makes a loaf and two fish just as memorable as yesterday’s pizza. They relate to an invisible God they can 

imagine. The One who designed the animals and created the flowers, the One who made them and knows everything 

about them, who keeps them safe, and who loves them. When you EMBRACE their physical needs you help a 

preschooler know God’s love and meet God’s family.  

iii. Role of Family Provide primary care and positional/relational love.  

 

iv. Role of Church equip families, care providers with the tools and resources to embrace 

their children well. Provide a safe space for families to thrive.  

 

Relational influence (including church) 

 

 

Positional influence 

 

Over time 

[Grab your 

reader’s 

attention 

with a great 

quote from 

the 
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Freedom 

 

[Grab your 

reader’s 

attention 

with a great 

quote from 

the 

document 

or use this 

space to 

emphasize 

a key point. 

To place 

this text 

box 

anywhere 

on the 

page, just 

drag it.] 

 



 

b. Elementary                        - ENGAGE – 

They think like a scientist! 

i. Power of Three 

Sow- tell one story (and connect it with a concrete idea) 

 

Grow- Use real illustrations to connect with everyday life 

 

Go- Make it fun 

 

ii. Story Line  

God’s Story inspires my Story- kids who think like scientist love stories – especially those that inspire them to win 

at every day life. They relate to a God who heals the sick, conquesrs evil, explains mysteries, performs miracles, 

overcomes death and teaches them how to win at life. When you ENGAGE THEIR INTERESTS YOU HELP A KID TRUST 

God’s character and experience God’s family.  

iii. Role of Family Allow for creative expansion within sasfe structures. Demonstrate and tell 

stories of faith lived out in every day live 

iv. Role of Church Tell the stories simply, and connect them to simple ideas. Create a fun 

environment to learn and to grow. 

 

c. Middle School  - AFFIRM - 

They think like an engineer! 

i. Power of Three 

Sow- connect the dots 

 

Grow- Expect a crisis 

 

Go- Be consistent 

 

ii. Story Line 

God’s Story redeems My Story-  Tweens who think like engineers need to know that God can rebuild a story – even 

when things haven’t gone according to the plan. They relate to a God who overcomes impossible odds to rebuild 

what is broken, bring stability, restore peace, resolve doubt give hope, and redeem everyone.  

When you AFFIRM their personal journey you help a middle schooler own their own faith and value a faith 

community 

iii. Role of Family  provide a place where it is ok to not be ok. Maintain a healthy distance. 

This is the time of transfer between positional and relational influence 

iv. Role of Church Be on the side of families, and consistently share the redemption story.  

 



d. High School  - MOBILIZE- 

They think like a philosopher! 

i. Power of Three 

Sow- Give an application 

For the week.  

Grow- ask a question 

Give them space 

Go- Make it experiential 

Demonstrate their importance 

 

ii. Story Line 

God’s Story Empowers my Story Teenage philosophers look for principles that will give 

their story meaning. They relate to a God who guides their decisions, promotes love and 

forgiveness, empowers their freedom, enables them to live more fully, moves them 

toward a greater purpose and identity, and connects them to a bigger story. When you 

MOBILIZE their potential you help a high schooler keep pursuing authentic faith and 

discover a personal mission.  

iii. Role of Family Pay attention to what you know best about your child. Pray consistently, 

allow them to fall and get back up again. 

iv. Role of Church Be a learning environment that is meaningful and authentic.  

 

e. College 

i. Power of Three 

ii. Story Line 

f. Family 

g. Middle 

i. Power of Three 

ii. Story Line 

h. End of Life 

9. To Parents 

10. To Pastors 

11. To Mentors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sow. Grow. Overflow. -SEEDS OF TRUTH- 

MTD Defined. 

1. A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on earth. 

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most 

world religions. 

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 

4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is needed to 

resolve a problem. 

5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

 

The UPSIDE! 

God is 

1. NEAR, and longs for a passionate and personal relationship with each of us. 

2. HOLY, and frees us from the trap of sin that we may freely delight in Him and walk in humble obedience. 

3. WORTHY, and gave up everything to open relationship with us. He alone is worth it all! 

4. VITAL, and is involved intimately in every portion of our lives.  

5. ETERNAL, and invites us to eternal delight in HIM, the source of all good things! 

 

1. NEAR, and longs for a passionate and personal relationship with each of us. 

SOW: God created in intimacy in the Garden by making us in His Image, breathing His life into 

us, and designing us to work WITH Him.  (GENESIS) 

GROW: Because of sin, we are blind to God’s nearness. Through His revelation in Creation, His 

word and most clearly Jesus, we are able to recognize Him again. By mindfulness and choosing 

we can recognize His Presence. (Moses, Jeremiah, Emmaus) 

OVERFLOW: When we are aware of His presence, we are able to walk in step with His Spirit, and 

to discern His voice above all things (Elijah in Cave, Hear my voice, speaking before Sanhedrin 

Pentecost) 

2. HOLY, and frees us from the trap of sin that we may freely delight in Him and walk in humble obedience. 

SOW: God is completely other than us, the ultimate fulfillment of the definition of Holy: Set 

apart. He is approachable. He calls us to a giving, full life that goes beyond simple fairness and 

respect. (Light to World, care for creation, care for others) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven


GROW: Unholiness is more about going our own way, than it its non- adherence to a prescribed 

set of rules. Holiness is about delighting in the things of God over the temptations of this world.  

OVERFLOW: When we are in God through Jesus, we are free from sin, and free to be Holy. 

Delighting in God and Displaying through our life of Love. 

3. WORTHY, and gave up everything to open relationship with us. He alone is worth it all! 

4. VITAL, and is involved intimately in every portion of our lives.  

5. ETERNAL, and invites us to eternal delight in HIM, the source of all good things! 

 


